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Author: Cortlyn Young
Date Created: February 6, 2013
Subject(s): Social Studies, American History II
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Unit 9: Turbulent Decades
Title of Lesson: Poverty and Life during the Great Depression 
Grade Level: 11
Materials: Textbook (student &teacher), Pencil/pen, paper, computer and projector to display art. 
Summary (and Rationale):  The Great Depression was a time of great turmoil in America. It greatly affected the lives of Americans in multiple ways, and a lot of art has been produced to display the toll it took on the lives of individuals. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes] at the beginning of class we will review the great Depression in general, as well as President Roosevelt’s New Deal. We will briefly go over the beginnings of the Great Depression (stock market crash, President Hoover& the crisis), and we will also review the New Deal and some of its policies (FDR coming into office, The Hundred Days, providing relief).
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When given primary source photographs of the Great Depression, the students will be able to interpret the source and further understand poverty and life during the Great Depression. They will do this by writing three observations about life in America during the depression by looking at each photograph given.
	In groups of 3, students will come up with three points or observations about life in America during the Great Depression. They will then present their ideas to the class one of the photographs.

	After observing the primary source photographs, the students will be able to hypothesize about possible solutions that could have relieved suffering and poverty during the Great Depression by providing one possible solution for each photograph on an exit slip upon leaving class.
	After completing their group work, students will write at least one hypothesized solution to the Great Depression on an exit slip for each photograph they observed.


State the objective: [I minute]
Assessment: [Time specified under Guided Practice]

III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [40 minutes]
Can you imagine life during the Great Depression? How would it feel to see overwhelming poverty and desperation by regular middle class (not just poor) people?
How would you handle having to ration everything you used? People during the Great Depression had to moderate everything they bought and consumed. 
1.Introduction/ Concept lesson Activity [10 minutes]

On a piece of notebook paper, I want you to write words that you associate with poverty. Once you have come up with seven to ten words, you need to group them together in order to form a definition for the word poverty. 
After everyone has completed the activity, three to four students will share their definitions with the class. 

We will then discuss, as a class, what poverty is and how the Great Depression was encompassed by poverty.

2. Lecture[30 minutes]

· Hard Times in America
a) Women go to Work
1.  Eleanor Roosevelt (best known woman in American public life)
· The Dust Bowl
a) What Caused the Dust Bowl?

1. Environmental disaster of the great Plains

2. Migrant Workers

· The Plight of Minorities

a) African Americans

1. Marian Anderson (black opera singer)

b) Native Americans

1. John Collier and the Indian New Deal

2. Indian reorganization Act of 1934

c) Hispanic Americans

1. More than 500,000 Mexican Americans left the US during the early years of the Depression

· Radical Political Movements

a) Spanish Civil War

b) Radical Political groups

c) Communism

· Entertainment and the Arts

a) At the Movies

1. The Grapes of Wrath (1940)- fleeing of the Dust Bowl

2. Gone With the Wind
b) Images of the Times
1. Dorthea Lange
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [30 minutes]
The class will be divided into groups of three. I will then give each group three primary source photographs from the Great Depression era. The students will study and interpret each photograph to come up with three points or observations about life in America during the Great Depression from what they see on the picture. After completing the three observations of each photograph, as a group, the students will share their ideas about each photograph to the class.
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [7 minutes]
The students will hypothesize about one possible solution to the Great Depression for each photograph based on the picture that they see. 
VI. Independent Practice: [2 minutes]
In the remaining two minutes of class I will assign their homework (independent practice) of number1 of the Section 3 Assessment for Chapter 25, which states: Key Terms. Define Dust Bowl  and migrant worker. (Page 739 in textbook)
STANDARDS:

	AH2.H.8
	Analyze the relationship between progress, crisis, and the “American Dream” within the United States

	AH2.H.8.1
	Analyze the Economic development in the US (credit)

	AH2.H.8.2
	Explain how opportunity and mobility impacted various groups in American society (Dust Bowl).

	AH2.H.8.4
	Analyze multiple perceptions of the “American Dream” in times of prosperity and crisis. (savings and loan crisis, mortgage foreclosure crisis).


Technology Standards:
	HS.TT.1
	Use technology and other resources for assigned tasks

	HS.TT.1.1
	Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to access information


Plans for Individual Differences: 

Of the group members for the guided practice activity, if there is a student shy of speaking, let another group member present their findings to the class. I will form the groups for the activity to ensure that different personalities inhabit each group. 
-I will also use the socratic seminar type of differentiation through the images that I show the students.
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**Only those times which are bolded are counted towards the ninety minute block, all others are for keeping track of time for each section of the lesson plan**
